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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed June 30, 2003 have been fully considered but they 

are not persuasive for the reasons set forth below. 

Applicants argue that the Examiner has implied that the term "enzyme 

concentrate- is synonymous with the term -fermentation broth comprising an enzyme 
and a biomass." Applicants assert that it is well known in the art that the term "enzyme 
concentrate" "is a highly purified enzyme composition that has been treated to remove 
hiomass ." Applicants point to the specification at page 3, lines 10-18 as defining the 
term "enzyme concentrate' as -a fermentation filtrate which has been processed to 
increase the concentration of the enzyme." First, the Examiner respectfully disagrees 
with the argued meaning of the term as requiring the quality of being "highly purified" 
when referring to "enzyme concentrate". Second, it was not the term "enzyme 

concentrate" to which the Examiner was referring when asserting, in the previous office 

action, page 3, that "the term encompasses a biomass and a concentrated enzyme." 

The Examiner was referring to the term 'fermentation broth", not "enzyme concentrate." 

Finally, it remains unclear why this is even at issue since the term "enzyme concentrate" 

is not present in the claim language. 

Applicants assert that "As best [sic], Liddell et al. in view of Neubeck only 

suggests to the artisan to substitute a concentrated enzyme of Neubeck for whole 
microorganisms of Liddell et al or the whole microorganism of Liddell et al. for the 
concentrated enzyme of Neubeck." However, Applicants have not addressed the fact 
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tha , Liddel, et al. teaches ,ha, a biomass may be spray dried for the purpose of 

concentrated enzymes obtained from the fermentation broth may be spray dried for the 
purpose of preserving the enzymes for further use. Therefore, it wouid have been 

et al or in the aiternative. it wouid have been obvious to one of ordinary sKii, in the art to 
,eave in the enzyme with the biomass before spray drying the composKon o, Lidded e. 
a, ,„ order to increase the enzyme activity of the Lidded e. a., composition. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner shouid be directed to Jean C. Witz whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
3073. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. M-Th and 
alternate Fridays. 

,f attempts to reach the examiner by teiephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Michael Wityshyn can be reached on ,703) 308-4743. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
872-9306 for regular communications and (703) 872-9307 for After Final 

communications. 

Any inquiry of a genera, nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is ,703, 308- 
0196. 
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